6 | The Japan Times | Thursday, August 15, 2024

India

Thriving as a responsible and
valuable actor on global stage

SIBI GEORGE
AMEBASSADOR OF [NDIA

Om the oomasion of

dence Day, lextend
wanm greetings to
their majesties the
emperor and the
empress of [apan,
and to the govern-
mentand the people
of[apan. I alsocon-
vey my special greetings to the the Indian
community and friends of India in Japan.

India’sjoumey since independence has
been one of remarkable transformmation and
progress. Ourvibrant democracy, deeply
rooted in pluralism, continues to flourish, as
avidenced by the successful conduct of the
2024 gen eral elections, which were the larg-
est exercise in democracy in the history of
mankind. This dermocratic exercise stands
a5 a testarmnent to our commitment to repre-
sermative govemnance and the strength of our
dermocratic instituticns.

India's economy has shown resilience and
dynarmism, emerging as the fastest-growing
large econormy in theworld. Curgrowth
hasremained robust, driven by reforms,

increased foreign imvestmentand aburgeon-
i asaresponsible and constructive power.

i India held the presidency of the Group of
20 industrialized and emerging-market

: nations in 3023, and the G20 summit was

i alandmark event. The summit's outcomes
The suocess of our Chandrayaan-3 mission. |
- sustainabledevelopmentand multilateral
- cooperation. Duringits G20 presidency,

i India also prioritized the voice of the

i Global South. India'slead ership in address-
¢ ing global challenges such as climate

: change, terrorismand economic inequali-

ing startup ecosystem. The *Makein India"
initiative has bolsterad our manufacturing
sector, while ourservices industry, particu-
larly in information and digi@l technologies,
continues to'be a global leader.

to the moon and the indigenous develop-
mentof vaccines during the COVID-19 pan-
demic showeased ourscientific prowess and
commitment to global health. Furthermmore,
Indig's push toward renewnable energy and
electric vehicles demonstrates our dedica-
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tion to sustainable developmentand com-
- batingclimate change.

The government of India has embarted

¢ on aseries of initiatives in digital inclision,
i such as the Aadhaar biometricidentifica-

tion systern and the Unified Paymernts

. Interface. These have revolutioni zed ser-

¢ wvice delivery and financial inclusion, reach-
¢ ingeven the most remote areas of our vast

: country, resulting in massive improve-

. ments in social indicators.

Cm the global stage, India has emernged

reflected commitment to inclusive growth,
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ties has alsobeen widely recognized.

2024 isalandmark year in the relations
between India and Japan. [t marks the 10th
anniversary of the estblishment of the
special strategic and global partnership
between our countries. This relationship,
builton shared values and mutual respect,

ration spanning various sectors. Recent
high-lewvel exchanges have further strength-
ened ourties.

In 2023, the Honorable Prime Minis-
ter Marendra Modi's visit to Japan for the
Groupof Sevenleading industrialized
nations and " Cuad” leaders' summits, as
well as Prime Minister H.E. Fumio Kishi-
da's wisit to India for a bilateral summit in
March 2023 and the G20 summit in Sep-
ternber 2023 added new dimensions to
our partnership. Fecent exchanges at the
ministerial level such as the annual India-

held in March and Quad Foreign Ministers'
Meeting held in July have added to con-

stant progress inthe d epthof cooperation.

In the economic sphere, our bilateral

trade has surpassed 322 billion, and has still
¢ more potential to grow, considering the

| growingsynergies bebween our economies.
i lapanese imvestments in India continue to

i rise,and our countries have seta @rget of

¢ Wb trillion (334 billion) by 2027, This influx
i of capitalis notonly boosting the presence
i of Japanese companies in India, but also

i oontributing significantly to our economic

. growth and job creation. Indiais also look-
| ingatactively participating in the 3025

i Wodd Expoin Osaka, whichwould further
i strengthen the beneficial investmenttrends
¢ between India and Japan.

has blossomed into a multifaceted collabo- |
i nology bebereen our countries has reached
i new heights. Joint research initiatives in

: areassuchas artificial intelligence, quarn-
tum computing, semiconductors and

i biotechnology are paving the way for

i groundbreaking innovations The India-

i Japan Digital Partnership, launched in

. 2018, has fostered cooperation in emerg-

! ing technologies, cybemsecurityand digital

i infrastructure. Cooperation in the space

. sectar, such as in the Lunar Polar Explora-

. tion Mission, has proved thateven the sky

¢ is not the limit for India-Japan cooperation.
Japan Foreign Ministers' Strategic Dialogue

The collaboration in science and tech-

Defense cooperation between our nations

¢ has strengthened considerably. Joint mili-
¢ tary exercises and strategic dialogues heve
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enhanced our mutual security interests. Tha
signing of the Recipmeal Prowvision of Sup-
plies and Services Agrement has further
facilitated our defense cooperation.

People-to-people contacts form the
bedrock of ourrelationship. Building on
thesuceess of the 202 3 India-Japan Year of
Toursm Exchange, 2024 was designated
as India-Japan Year of Tourism 2.0, with
thetheme *Connecting Himalayas with
MountFuji." EBducational exchanges and
skill development programs continue to
nurture the bonds between our youth. In
Se ptember, we willmark India Monthin
Japan to further give a boost to our people-
to-people connections.

O the global stage, India and Japan have
demonstrated remarkable convergencein
theirvisions The synergy bebwesen India's
Indo-Facific Oceans Initiative policy and
JapansFree and Cpen Indo-Pacific vision,
along with collaboration under the Cuad
framewrork, underscores curshared com-
mitmenttoa miles-based international
order. The alignment of visions during
India's G2 presidencyand [apan's G7 presi-
dency in 2023 showweased our nations' lead-
ership inaddressing global challenges. Both
presidencies focused on inelusive growth,
climate acticn and technological inneovation.

With India firmly in the "Amrit Kaal "
thegolden phase of progressleading up
to the centenary of Indian independence,
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i India’s potential as a responsible global

i partner continues o grow, This is due to

i its fundamen@lly robustgrowth, a demo-
graphic dividend with the power to shape

¢ the future global workforce, and a commit-
i ment to sustainable development, climate
i action and peacekes ping efforts underscor-
¢ ingastrong dedication to global welfare

. India's voice in intemational forums also

i adwvocates for equitable representation and
¢ reform of global institution s to reflect the
realities of the 2 1stcentury.

Aswe celebrate ourIndependence Day,

. wealso celebrate the enduring frien dship

i betweenIndia and Japan. Cur partnership,

¢ rooted in shared values and mutual respect,

. hasthe potential to further strengthen coop-
i eration by exploring complementarities and

i shaping a more peaceful, prosperous and

. sustinable world. As we step into the futire,
¢ Iam eonfidentthat the India-Japan partner-

i ship willcontinue to fourish, bringing our

i nations closerand contributing to peace, sta-
i bilitr and prosperityin the Indo-Pacific and

¢ to thebetterment of the global community.
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Long history of mutual trust

YTOSHIHIDE S1TFGA
CHAIEMAN, THE [AFAR- ITNI(LA
ASROCIATICN

Oin the cocasion of
the 78th Inde pen-
dence Day of the
Republic of India, 1
extend my heartfalt
congratulations to
the governmernt
and people of India.
Since India's inde-
pendence, we have
builta deep friendship and cooperation.
Cur collaboration in vardous fields such

as econormics, culture and education has
contributed to the development of both
nations.

Eecently, the technological cooperation
and business exchanges between Japan
and India have become increasingly active,
accelerating the economic growth of both
countries. Additionally, through cultural
exchanges, we are deepening ourmutual
understanding and striving tobuild a
peaceful and prosperous future.

Japan and India share along history of
cultural exchange and mutual respect.
From the introduction of Buddhism to
thie exchange of modem technological
innovations, our countries have always
found ways to leam fromeach other and
grow toge ther. [apanese busin esses have

¢ increasingly recognized the potential of the
 Indian market, leading to significant irmest-
¢ ments and jointventures thatbenefitboth

¢ eronormies

Education has alsobean a keyarea of
collaboration. Japanese universities and

: Indian institutes of technology and man-
. agement hawve established numerous

: exchange programs, allowing students

: Irom both countries to experdence differ-

entcultures and acade mic environme nis.
This escchange of knowladge and ideas

i isfostering a new generation of leaders
: whounderstand the importance of global
: cooperation.

In terms of strategic partnerships, our

¢ bwro governments have worked closely on
¢ regional security issues, ensurng peace

- and stability in the Indo-Pacific region.

¢ Ourshared values of democracy and rule
. of law, have strengthened our mutual

: trust and made us reliable partners on the

global stage.
Looking ahead, | amoonfidentthat the

i Japan-India partnership will continueto

thrive and adapt to the changing gl obal

: landscape.

As we celebrate India's Tath Indepen-
dence Diay, let us reaffirm curoommi trment

i towarking togeather for a brighter future,
: The Japan-India Association is also commit-

ted to supporting these exchanges to the best

i ofour ability. Congratulations to the people

of India on this momentous oommsion.

Wishing you a Happy Independence Day

50k August
Fapby Tedependence Tyl
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Business opportunities continue
to grow across various sectors

TATSUO TASUNAGA

CHAIEMAN, [APAN-INDIA BUSIHNESS
COOPERATION COMMITTEE

On behalf of

the Japan-India
Business Coop-
eration Commit-
tes, it gives me
great pleasure

= )
~
‘,# to extend my
heartfelt con-
"g gratulations to
the Indian people
and governmenton the oceasion of
their historic celebration of India's Inde-
pendence Day.

[ recently participated in a mission
to India led by Speaker of the House
of Representatives Fukushiro Nukaga.
Dhuring the mission, we held meetings
with Indian Prime Minister Marendra
Modi, Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar and Speaker of the House
of Represe ntatives Om Birla. In one
meeting, Mukaga and Modi agreed to
strengthen Indo-Japanese relations and
conduct human resource exchan ges by
inviting 50,000 Indian information tech-
nology engineers and students to work
on Japanrelated projects, with Japanese
IT engineers and students working and
learning together with them.

[ was personally able todiscuss a
wide range of in dustries with Modi,
including *green transformation (GX),"
cold chain logistics, semiconductors
and other areas related to the *Make
in India" campaign. The mission also
includedvisits to Infosys and Wipro,
two of India's leading IT companies,
and several [apanese manufacturers in
India where [ was able to learn more
about their advanced business models
and localization decisions fior the Indian

rmarket. We also exchanged views on the
importance of human resource develop-
ment initiatives.

In March, the 47th meeting of the
Japan-India Joint Economic Commis-
sion was heldin Tolgo. The meet-
ing was attended by 110 people from
the Japanese side and 40 people from
the Indian side, resultingin active
discussions.

Further business development is
expected between Japan and India in
various fields, including those related
to decarbonization, GXand "Make in
India,” with the cooperation of Japa-
nese companies in key sectors suchas
semiconductors, electronics, chemicals,
automobiles (especially electric vehi-
cles) and many oth ers.

[tis alsoimportant to build people-
to-people links through tourism, pro-
mote Japanese-language educationin
India, and increase the intake of tal-
ented Indian human resources, includ-
ing highly skilled Indian personnel and
essential workers in Japan. Suchinitia-
tives would contribute to the growth
of interpersonal links and business
exchanges between our countres,

As a result of thess initiatives, |
believe there will be tremendous busi-
ness opportunities going forward
between India and Japan invarious
sectors,

In conclusion, I would once againlike
to extend my sincere congratulations
on the occasion of India's Independence
Day and express my hope for India's
continued development and prosperity
in the future.

This cortent wars compiled in collabona-
tion with the embassy. The wews expressed
here do not recessaridly reflect those of the
NEWEPaPeT.

Thriving education, research ties

EYUED HIRA
CHAIEMAN, THE INDIAN COMMERCE
AND INDIOSTRY ASSOCIATICN [APAN

1 Aslndiacelebrates
its Ind ependence
[hay, itstands at the
forefront of eco-
normic growth, with
its gross domestic
product growth rate
forthe fiscal year
2023-24reaching
8.2%, the highest
among major economies This remarkable
growth und erseores India’s burgeoning
economic landscape, bolstered by arobust
information and technology and busi-
ness process outsourcing industry, which,
according to 2022 data, boasts a market
size of approximately 194 billion and

an annual growth rate of 8% to 10%. The
[Indian BFC industry encom passes awide
range of services, including customer sup-
port, back-office operations, data process-
ing accounting human resources and [T
SUpport.

[n 2023, Japan announced a significant
imvestment plan, committing $42 billion
(¥5 trillion) to India cver the next five
years This imvestment aims to fund a van-
ety of public and private projects, foster-
ing enhanced collaboration in advanced
fields such as robotics, ren ewable energy,
autonomous vehicles and artificial
intelligence

Japan's contributions to India’s infra-
structure development are exemplified
by projects like the Patna Metro, which
received ap proximately ¥702 billion in
Japanesefunding This projectis expected
tor alleviate urban congestion and improwve
transit efficiency, significantly enhanc-
ing urban infrastructure. Additicrally,
Japanesefimms are actively participatingin
India's Digital India initiative helping to
build information and communications
technology infrastructure and enhance
digital skills a eross the nation.

[n the realmof environmental sustain-
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ability, India and Japan are collaborating
oninnovative clean energy projects. The
Green Ammonia Supply Project, inwolv-
ing the ACME Groupand IHI Corp, aims
to supply green ammonia from India to
Japan, withan expected reduction of 54
millicn tons of carbon dioxide emissions
over its lifecycle. Furthemmore, through the
[ntemational Solar Alliance, both nations
are achvancing solar energy projects, pro-
moting sustainable energy solitions and
contributing to global environmental
protection.

Educational and research collaborations
between India and Japan are also flourish-
ing Programs like the DET | Department
of Science and Technology)-[SPS{Japan
Society for the Promotion of Science)
[ndo-Japan Srience Program support
joint researchinvardous scientific fields,
enhancing bilateral cooperation. The
Sakura Science Exchange Program further
strengthens ties by facilitatingexc hanges
between young researchers and stud ents,
fostering a deeper understanding and col-
laboration inscience and technology.

India's impressive economic growth,
coupled with strategic partnerships and
robust cooperation with [apan, positions
itas animportant player in the global
econamy. The collaborative effortsin tech-
nology, infrastructure, renewable aneroy
andeducation not only bolster India's
economic landscape, but also contribute
significantly to global sus@inability and
innovation. As these partnerships continue
to develop and expand, the potential for
India and Japan to drive positive change on
a gobal scale remainsimmense

ThelIndian Commerce and Industry
Association Japan, having celebrated its
100-year anniversary, serves as an apex
body to provide support, guidance and
acdvisory services to all interested parties,
enabling them to fully develop the eco-
nomic potential and inves tmentbebween
Japan and India.

O behalf of all HCI members, 1 eomeey
our dee pest appreciation to readers of The
Japan Times
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THE INDIAN COMMERCE AND
INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION JAPAN

Established in 1921, ICIJ 15 the oldest association of the Indian diaspora. The membership comprises several of the largest corporate groups.
[C1) engages as an apex body for organizing India trade fairs, exhibitions, seminars and symposiums. Indo-Japanese trade, economic and
investment potential has expanded significantly, and ICIJ offers dependable comprehensive services to Japanese manufacturers, general
contractors and other investors for fruition of the India-Japan economic agenda.
President: Mr. Jagmohan Chandrani, Chairman: Mr. Ryuko Hira, Vice president: Mr. V. Sriram, Directors: Mr. Satish Thiagarajan, Mrs. Popi Kuroda, Mr. Subramania Natarajan,
Mr. Nitin Hingarh, Mr. Vashdev Rupani, Mr. Debendra Mohanta, Internal auditor: Mr. 8. K. Rangwani, Auditor: Mr. Veerasureshkumar Veerappan

Seven specialised committees: Information, communications & technology Mr. V., Sriram & Mr. Harsh Obrai Food & agriculture Mr, Nitin Hingarh Indian restaurants Mrs. Popi Kuroda
Manufacturing Mr. Debendra Mohanta Legal & regulatory affairs Mr. Veerasureshkumar Veerappan Indian jewellers Mr. Alok Rakyan Merchandise trading Mr. V. B. Rupani

24-2-306, Yamashita-cho, Naka-ku, Yokohama 231-0023 Tel: 045-662-1905 E-mail: info®@icij.site http://www.icij.site/
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Thriving education, research ties

RYUKO HIRA
CHAIRMAN, THE INDIAN COMMERCE
AND INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION JAPAN

As India celebrates
its Independence
Day, it stands at the
forefront of eco-
nomic growth, with
its gross domestic
product growth rate
for the fiscal year
2023-24 reaching
8.2%, the highest
among major economies. This remarkable
growth underscores India’s burgeoning
economic landscape, bolstered by a robust
information and technology and busi-
ness process outsourcing industry, which,
according to 2022 data, boasts a market
size of approximately $194 billion and

an annual growth rate of 8% to 10%. The
[ndian BPO industry encompasses a wide
range of services, including customer sup-
port, back-office operations, data process-
ing, accounting, human resources and IT
support.

In 2023, Japan announced a significant
investment plan, committing $42 billion
(¥5 trillion) to India over the next five
years. This investment aims to fund a vari-
ety of public and private projects, foster-
ing enhanced collaboration in advanced
fields such as robotics, renewable energy,
autonomous vehicles and artificial
intelligence.

Japan’s contributions to India’s infra-
structure development are exemplified
by projects like the Patna Metro, which
received approximately ¥708 billion in
Japanese funding. This project is expected
to alleviate urban congestion and improve
transit efficiency, significantly enhanc-
ing urban infrastructure. Additionally,
Japanese firms are actively participating in
ndia’s Digital India initiative, helping to
build information and communications
technology infrastructure and enhance
digital skills across the nation.

In the realm of environmental sustain-

. ability, India and Japan are collaborating

. oninnovative clean energy projects. The

. Green Ammonia Supply Project, involv-

. ing the ACME Group and IHI Corp., aims

. tosupply green ammonia from India to

. Japan, with an expected reduction of 54

. million tons of carbon dioxide emissions
. over its lifecycle. Furthermore, through the
. International Solar Alliance, both nations
. are advancing solar energy projects, pro-

. moting sustainable energy solutions and
. contributing to global environmental

. protection.

Educational and research collaborations

. between India and Japan are also flourish-
. ing. Programs like the DST (Department

. of Science and Technology)-JSPS (Japan

. Society for the Promotion of Science)

. Indo-Japan Science Program support

. joint research in various scientific fields,

. enhancing bilateral cooperation. The

. Sakura Science Exchange Program further
. strengthens ties by facilitating exchanges

. between young researchers and students,
. fostering a deeper understanding and col-
. laboration in science and technology.

India’s impressive economic growth,

. coupled with strategic partnerships and

. robust cooperation with Japan, positions

. jtasan important player in the global

. economy. The collaborative efforts in tech-
. nology, infrastructure, renewable energy

. and education notonly bolster India’s

. economic landscape, butalso contribute

. significantly to global sustainability and

. innovation. As these partnerships continue
. to develop and expand, the potential for

. Indiaand Japan to drive positive change on
. a global scale remains immense.

The Indian Commerce and Industry

Association Japan, having celebrated its

100-year anniversary, serves as an apex

. body to provide support, guidance and

. advisory services to all interested parties,
. enabling them to fully develop the eco-

. nomic potential and investment between
- Japanand India.

On behalf of all ICI] members, I convey

our deepest appreciation to readers of The
. Japan Times.



