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Indian Prime Minister’s Visit

Leading development revolution

Ryuko Hira

HONORARY PRESIDENT, THE INDIAN
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
ASSOCIATION JAPAN

The world has witessed many
revolutions and Narendra Mo-
di'srevolution ol India's mussive
development
s unprece-
dented. India
isjustentering §
the  hyper-
growth phase,
with prospects
ol sustaining
high gross do-
inestic product growth, The pro-
cess  will translform  India
dramatically over the next de-
cades. The effect of revolutionary
changes will be felt at all levels
through urbanization, evolving
sncioentural values and growing
international influence, Itisaho-
listic, benevolent revolution that
also eonrributcs mthe cconem-
icgrowth ol puroer dations, Ma-
hatma Gandhi made
freedom a .
whezeas Modi las rnde deoel
opnnt o mess tevolution 1o
lipht povey protectionistaand
ail that impedes India's social
and ceonomic progress. Modi's
corbpichensive revolution of de-
velupment includes many lac-
tors that [ will putline here,

Youth lead world
Demographic shifis have a huge
unpact en economic perfor-
manee as rounger werker :
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lecrease vl working pep-
ons in developed countries
pected o create aglobal de-
mund by 2020 [or a large work-
force. Light hundred million
Indian vouth below age 35 could
be a worklorce for the whole
world, especially in health ser-

vices, high technology, space,
artificial intelligence, robotics
and teaching of science and
math,

To raise its worklorce to
global standards, to deliver the
highest-quality durable prod-
ucts and globally raise the
[ndia brand, the government
has established a special Min-
istry ol Skill Developmentand
Entrepreneurship. The world
will acknowledge India’s youth
talent and the number of In-
diun youth to visit Japan for
learning and working is pro-
jected 1o hit 10,000 in the next
live years

Make in India

With skilled human resources,
ellective governance and low-
cost production; India is the best
choice for investnent. CDs con-
taining over 2.000 pages ofrt.ddy
mluxm:mond‘.snnbln;:,Zb prior-
sanulacturing sectors, as
intorination on industri-
ths, fubor custs, statistics, fax
strictures and mere are avail-
¢ e ar the Indian Com-
cree and Industry Association
VICID. Presently, 1,400 Jap-
a0 companies suceessliully
operate in India and this number
is seen to be griadrupling within
the nextfive years,

Bilateral tourism

The nuwnber ol passportapplica-
tons has increased from 5 mil-
lion to 20 million und the
povernment has installed a sys-
temn of transparency to steam-
line and issue passports within
2 weeks. India-Japan tourism is
expected to grow manilold asthe
numbers are very low at this pre-
lminary stage.

Company registration
Thanks o good governance
and improved efficiency, the
registration period for new
companies has dropped from
six months to 24 hours.

Improved infrastructure
Rural roads are being given pri-
ority and construction on roads

to connect villages has increased
frorn 70 to 100 km per day.

Work on wind energy has ac-
celerated and last year, energy
output increased by nearly 40
percent, while solar energy in-
creased by 116 percent. With in-
creased energy production,
India needs a proper system of
wansmission lines, Two vears
before the lormation of Modi's
government, 30,000 to 35,000 ki-
lometers of transmission lines
were being laid everyyear, while
today, the number has increased
to 50,000 kilometers.

Modi had said that within the
next 1,000 days, electricity willbe
provided to some 18,000 villages,
where even after 70 years ol in-
dependence there has been no
electricity. People therc were
compelledtolivein the 1¥:h cen-
tury. Modi resolved o convert
the impossible to and,
although noteventiic half oltbe
1,000 days have past, 19,040 vil-
lages out of the 18,0t b
ceived electricity

Chabahar Port 15 un evsential
link between Indl.' and Central
SR mens, Con-
n=sed and made
efforts toimplement this project.
Iran, Afghanistan and India are
jointly working to construct the
Chabahar Port to make this im-
possible task pussible.

The government has taken on
the task of providing liquefied
petroleum gas connections to
poor larnilies, Under the Ujjawa-
la Scheme, the government has
vigorously launched a campaign
ol setting our mothers free from
kitchen smoke. Fifty million poor
families will get gas stoves in
three vears and the government
has seen nearly 5 million families
receive them already and that is
in just 100 days. It is likely that it
may be possible this work could
be completed well within three
years.

In the past, due to high clec-
tricity prices, people were forced
to live in the dark and factories
had to close. To change this, the
government implemented the
One Nation, One Grid, One Price

systemn that has quickly scen suc-
cess by leveling the rates and
uniting the country.

Review burden of laws
The burden of multiplicity of
laws is creating difficulties for
the government, judiciary and
the public, with about 1,700
such laws identified. The par-
liament has already abolished
about 1,175 laws and the Modi
government intends to abolish
the remaining such laws.

Petroleum products

India is dependent on other na-
tions for its petroleum and India
has signed fixed-price, long-
termagreements for them. India
has a gas agreement with Qatar
that runs to 2024. However, the
agreed gas price was proving
costly for India and our good re-
lations with Qatar made renego-
dation pessible, saving 20 billion
rupees for India.

Inflation

While it is true that previous
governments saw inflation ex-
ceed 10 percent, the Modi gov-
ernment has not allowed the
rate to exceed 6 percent. Cur-
rently an agreement with the
Reserve Bank calls for main-
laining inflation at 4 pereent,
plus or minus 2 percent.

Agriculture

Il farmers have access to water,
they can create miracles, There-
fore, India has stressed water
management, irrigation and
water conservation. To usc each
and every drop of water and in-
crease the utilization of water to
guin more crop per drop, micro-
irrigation is being emphasized.
More than 90 irrigation plans
were sitting incomplete, but the
Modi government resolved to
complete these projects to ben-
clit millions. To reduce custs
farmers, the government has
tumed to solar pumps. Farmers
typically need costly electricity
for water, but thanks to solar
pumps, farmers’ costs are re-
duced. So far, the Modi govern-

ment has been successful in
distributing 77,000 solar pumps
and farmers will now own not
only their farmland, but also
have free electricity through
solar power.

Along with farmland, water
and solar pumps, India also
needs high-quality secds and
Indian scientists have devel-
oped more than 131 new vari-
eties of sceds suitable to India,
These will increase per hectare
yields and the quality of crops
is also improving,

Farmers also need urea and
fertilizers. Therewasatimewhen
there was black marketing of fer-
tilizers and farmers had to fear
police charges to get fertilizers or
risk seeing their harvest ruined
due to lack of fertilizers. Now, fer-
tilizer shortages have become
things of the past, The Modi gov-
ermnment has succeeded in in-
creasing fertilizer production,
increasing the ability of farmers
to get fertilizers in a timely man-
net. Similarly, to protect farmers’
land and farm produce, the Modi
government provided a maxi-
mum guarantee to farmers atthe
lowest premium and built addi-
tional warehouses to protect 15
million tons of produce.

Farmers would benefitunder
value addition and in this direc-
don, the government is stressing
food processingand 100 percent
foreign direct investment is
being encouraged. Thiswillben-
efit agro-based industries and
help hulfill Modi's goal of dou-
bling farmers’ incomes by 2022,

Postal reform

Due to information technology,
such as messaging and e-mail,
Indian post-offices were slowly
becoming irrelevant. India has
revived and rejuvenated its post
offices, working to convert them
into payment banks. Starting
these payment banks will spread
the chain of banks in villages
across the country in one go.

Public-sector companies
Historically, in India, publicsec-
tor companies have fallen into a

hole, failed orbeen sold. The grov-
ernment has tried to bringin a
new culture, Today, for the first
time, Air India, which had apoor
image, succeeded in recording
an operational profit lnstyear, At
atimewhentelecom companies
all over the world were eaming,
the state-owned telecommuni-
cations company, BSNL, was fall-
ing in a hole, but BSNL recently
suicceeded in eaming an opera-
tional profit. Nobody knew
whether the Shipping Corpora-
tion of Indiawould everbein the
black, buttoday, the companyis
turningaprofit. Therewasatime
when nobody knew whethcer a
power plantwould be operation-
al nextweek or not, whether coal
would reach it or not and power
plants shutting down due to coal
shortages used to be common-

place. Today, coal is delivered to
thedoorstep of power plants and
they have stock available for as
many months as required

Itis necessary to fightagainst
social evilsand rise ahiove themn.
Every titizen will have torise and
only then will people be able to
make a strong India. A strong
India cannot happen without
making a strong socicty. Eco-
nomic progress alone cannot
guarantec a strong India; a
strong society is a guarantee for
a strong India and cnsuring so-
cial justice makes society strong.

In the samc way that new
roads are being built, the country
is making more vehicles, export-
ing more software and more
than 50 new mobile manufactur-
ers have been set up; all provid-
ing an opportunity for the youth,

The rise of a new superpower

Ryuko Hira

SAI HIRA INDIA FOUNDATION
“Define ‘superpower,” said re-
vered Indian educator, professor
S.N. Saraf to students attending
an Indian culture course in May
1990.

Chancellor Sri Sathya Sai re-
plied: “Al kinds of power, wheth-
er  physical, intellectual,
monetary, military or political,
have to hend before truth and
righteousness that will always
triumph, What students have to
protect today is not the nation,
Students have to safeguard truth
and righteousness only. These
two m turn will protect the na-
tion.”

Prime Minister H.E. Narenda
Modi's projections, policies and
plans to socineconomically
transform India into a super-
power are firmly embedded in
his unshakable faith in the su-
preme power of truth and righ-
teousness; the bedrock of India's
ethos.t'snowonder Modi chose
Varanasi, India’s spiritual capital
as hisbase. Modi’s general elec-
tion leadership of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) was based on
the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi,
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and others, giv-
ing BJP an unprecedented abso-
lute lower house majority for the
first timein 30 years.

In the 30 months since his
election Modi has not spared a
single momentor chance to self-
lessly serve the nation,

The responsibility and man-
date ol the Modi government has
given optimism, hope and ex-
pectations for adynamic change
and assurance itwill be success-
ful within its term,

In less than 30 months, over
50 plans have been launched
with overwhelming supportand
success to transform the cco-
nomic, social and education sec-
tors. Efficiency and
transparency of the mmammoth
workdoneisreflected in the new
and dynamicwork culture of the
government, whichis integrating
and unilying all plans, rather
than piccemeal parallel or verti-
cal implementation.

This new work culture has
changed the mindset of all In-
dian people, from old tonew and
innovative global standards,
which are proven patterns of ab-
solute commitment for India’s
superpower transformation. The
desire, consentand momentum
of the masscs are signs of sus-
tained unity and support, Today,
opinion polls give the govern-
ment the highest ratings for
speed and sincerity of imple-
menting major reforms to de-
liver promises, honoring Modi
as one of the world’s most-re-

India’s populationwill be 10 per-
cent urbanized by 2025 and it
will be an urban-majority coun-
try by 2010. Indian citics need to
prepare for the influx of hun-
dreds of millions of people.

Let's move ahead with a new
resolve, energy, vigor and
hope, live and work for our
country, fulfill our responsi-
bilities and inspire others to
fulfill theirs. Everyone should
move ahead [or the realization
of one society, onc dream, one
resolve and one direction for
achieving India's goals.

India’s oldest apex economic
body, the PIC-ICI], established
97 years ago, cordially welcomes
Modi and his accompanyingdel-
egation to Japan, with best wish-
esfor successful and memorable
state visit to Japan.

Narendra Modi (left) and
Sathya Sai Baba SAIHIRA INDIA
FOUNDATION

vered statesman,

“The US. National Intelligence
Council has forecast India to be-
coMCe an economic superpower
by 2030. The World Bank, TMF,
World Economic Forum and
global credit rating agencics
have praised India’s progress.
India — the 10th-ranked global
economy — will reach third
within two years. The Indian
economy is now large enough to
affect the world in terms of par-
ticipation in international rade
and finance, as well as demand
for global resources. India ap-
pears capable of sustaining very
high GDP growth and India’s
global role will grow in the next
13 years, creating a socioeco-
NOmic superpower.

The Sai Hira India Founda-
tion, dedicated to fostering In-
dia-Japan relations, extends its
hearticst welcome to Modi and
his delegation members.

Mayyour state visit meet every
success and satisfaction. We
wish you many happy retumns,

HEARTIEST WELCOME TO H.E. NARENDRA DAMODARDAS MODI, PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA
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financial services for all households

SUKANYA SAMRIDDHI

secure future of young girls

financial support for growth of micro enterprises

JEEVAN JYOTI BIMA

life insurance for all Indian citizens

SURAKSHA BIMA

accident insurance for all Indian citizens

ATAL PENSION

increase subscribers of pension schemes

achieve housing for 20 million urban
and 30 million rural people

ADARSH GRAM

social, cultural, economic, infrastructure
developments in villages
FASAL BIMA

insurance for rabi and kharif crops,
financial support for farmers
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GRAM SINCHAI

irrigating every field to provide ‘per drop more crop’

GARIB KALYAN

pro-poor welfare schemes

JAN AUSHADHI

drugs/medicines at affordable cost

MAKE IN INDIA

to encourage manufacturing, create jobs

and skills in 25 sectors

SWACHH BHARAT ABHIYAN

clean and hygienic India

KISAN VIKAS PATRA

investment avenues to small investors

SOIL HEALTH

improve farm productivity

DIGITAL INDIA

deliver government services clectronically

SKILL INDIA

train over 40 million people in different
skills by 2022

BETI BACHAO BETI PADHAO

awareness and improvement of welfare
services for women

MISSION INDRADHANUSH

to immunize all children

GRAM JYOTI

rural households electric supply

GRAMEEN KAUSHALYA
inclusive growth of rural youth

UPADHYAY SHRAMEV

to consolidate information on labour
by unified web portal

AMRUT

basic services water supply, sewerage,
urban transport to households

SWADESH DARSHAN

PRASAD

develop world class tourism
infrastructure in major spiritual cities

HRIDAY

UDAAN

technical education

develop world class tourism infrastructure

bringing together urban planning,
economic growth and heritage conservation

encouraging girls to obtain higher

BAL SWACHHTA

hygienic and clean environment, food,
drinking water, toilets, for schoolchildren

OROP

same pension, for same rank, for same
length of service

SMART CITY MISSION

to develop 100 citizen-friendly and
sustainable cities

GOLD MONETISATION
to reduce gold imports
STARTUP INDIA, STANDUP INDIA

support start-up businesses

DIGILOCKER

secure dedicated personal electronic
space for storing documents

INTEGRATED POWER DEVELOPMENT SCHEME

to ensure 24/7 electric power for all

RURBAN MISSION

to create 300 rural clusters across India

SAGARMALA

to transform cxisting ports into modern
world-class ports

PRAKASH PATH

to distribute LED bulbs for decreasing

electricity consumption

UDAY

operational and financial turnaround of
state-owned power companies

http://www.icij.jp

VIKALP

train tickets through internet

NSTSS

identify sporting talent among students
RASHTRIYA GOKUL

conserve and develop indigenous hovine hreeds

PAHAL

subsidy moncy for LPG cylinders directly
deposited into consumers bank accounts

NITI AAYOG

India

the Ganga River

SETU BHARATAM

free all national highways of railway
crossings, renavate old bridges

UJJWALA

million BPL women

GRAM SWARAJ

to help Panchayat Raj Institutions deliver
sustainable development

the National Institution For Transforming

KHANIJ KSHETRA KALYAN

to safeguard health, environment and
economic conditions of tribals

NAMAMI GANGE

to integrate efforts to clean and protect

to distribute frec LPG connections to 50
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I HOTEL GROUP

« Operating 52 hotels and 6 sports and education centers in 26 prefectures in Japan.

http://www.hmi.co.jp

Dedicated to India-Japan economic, educational, cultural and parliamentary exchanges.
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